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Doors of 
perception
By J. Michael Welton

Artist Sargam Griffin’s epiphany arrived, 
appropriately enough, in Rome. “It was in the 
Vatican, of all places,” she says. “You know, 
25,000 people a day go down to the Sistine 
Chapel, but I was in a museum apartment there, 
with just contemporary works of art, sculptures 
20 feet tall and paintings, all very modern.”

She looked at the old walls and the modern 
art and realized she wanted to dedicate 
herself to that kind of work. Then she 
went home to Healdsburg, California, in 
the middle of wine country, and set up her 
studio. She never looked back at her career 
as a color consultant. “Basically, I retreated 
from the world for two years, and just 
painted,” she says. “I went back [to Rome] 
a year later to double-check, and it was the 
same message.”

Last October, New York’s Ceres Gallery 
opened its first solo exhibition of her work, 
in three sets: Winds of Change, with five large 
oil on canvas paintings; Moments, a series 
of 24.9-inch by nine-inch oils on canvases; 
and two of her monumental ArtDoors, a 
groundbreaking new series of painted doors 
for residential or commercial use.
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Sargam 
Griffin creates 
contemporary 
paintings that 
double as doors

Prinect Printready ColorCarver
Page is color controlled with Prinect Printready ColorCarver 4.0.112Copyright 2010 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document colors and color spaces, with the free Color Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Applied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated_v2_eci.iccRGB Image:Profile: eciRGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: eciRGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noCMYK Image:Profile: DevL_ISOcoatv2_to_G70_rel_K_sec.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noPreserve Black: SpecialCMYK Graphic:Profile: DevL_ISOcoatv2_to_G70_rel_K_sec.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noPreserve Black: SpecialDevice Independent RGB/Lab Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesTurn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: noCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:Colors to knockout: noGray to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesCMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not setCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: yes

Prinect Printready Trapper
Page is trapped with Prinect Printready Trapper 6.0.112Copyright 2010 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.050 mm  =  0.142 ptPrintorder: Black / Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 1.60Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: yesBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 75.0%Overprint Black Text: 16.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: yes  Limit: 0.35 mm  =  1.00 ptOverprint Black Graphics: no



A 189

She develops her ArtDoors while working 
on museum quality panels, with complex 
layering of paint. “It was born out of a simple 
idea when I ran out of wall space,” she says. 
“I was sitting on a couch, looking at my 
paintings, and I thought: my paintings are 
about the size of a door.” So she developed 
the first one for herself, taking seven months 
for the contemporary, minimalist painting. 
Her process, she says, is the same as for any 
of her other pieces, with at least 40 layers 
of paint and an intense feeling of depth. “I 
start with an inner sense of what I want to do, 
with a reflection on the light and the color 
composition,” she says. “I get this amorphous 
feeling once I start painting; it’s a combination 
of a majestic feeling and of being truly 
humbled, of moving between those two.”

For the first ArtDoor, she spent a great deal 
of time researching the means to move it 
from closed to open positions. As a result, 
her ArtDoors now slide seamlessly, aided 
by a specially developed hardware. “It’s a 
300-pound door, but my cat can actually 
slide the door open,” she says. “And people 
have a choice, it can be used as a door, or as 
a painting.”
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